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From Master Thad


By Worshipful Brother Thaddeus H. (Thad) Sanders, Master


The Master’s Musings





Brethren,


It is hard to believe that this year is almost over, seemed like yesterday was our first meeting. I must say that I have enjoyed my time in the East; I can fully understand why it is called “the hot seat”. It has been a good and eventful year. We have had a visit from the Grand Master, put on some degrees (hopefully a few more before the end of the year) and had good time doing all of it. I would like to thank everybody that has had a part in making this year a success and pleasure to serve as Master.  Now I am looking to the end of my term and to being one of those know it all Past Masters, at least one that helps out not that I know as much as some.  I want to thank all the officers that I have had the privilege to serve with, especially the secretary, the Master does not function without him. To all the Craft, without your support and attendance my job would not be as fun. It has been a year that I will not forget. 


  Now to get some much needed info out…..Remember that we have our regular stated every 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month and I look forward to seeing you all there. On November 19th we will be having a fundraiser and on December 8th is our annual Stated. Please come out to these events, we need your support. Remember that our annual stated is the time to elect our officers for 2012.


   A couple of highlight of this year…The Grand Master visited us on May 25th. We as the Lodge presented him with his own gavel made of acacia wood, which he used on the last day of Grand Lodge to conduct business. While he was here Brother Fred closed out the meeting in ample form for him. Then just last Tuesday night MW Brother Bob Hinshaw was presented o 50 year 33rd degree award, it was a pleasure to see this and meet some brethren from other Lodges. 


   It has been a honor and a privilege to serve as Master this year and I look forward to sitting with you all in Lodge next year and the coming years. 





Fraternally and Respectfully,





Thad Sanders


 Master 2011





                       











Also our DDGM  W. Bro. Dana Hawkins and I recently traveled to Blue Ridge Lodge in Highlands for a 3rd Degree.   M.W. Bro. Charles E. Cathey, a dual member there, did an outstanding job delivering the 3rd Degree Lecture.  It was also noteworthy that the Master there is Richard “Dunn.”  He was delighted that members from, what he considered his name sake, Dunn’s Rock were visiting and promised to bring brothers to visit with us.  We’ll hold him to that promise and look forward their showing up.


Don’t forget the election of officers for 2012  is coming-up on December 8th, 2011 at our Regular Stated.  Mark this date on your calendar and come help select the officers you want running our lodge next year.


Several of our lodge brothers passed away this year.  Please keep their memories alive and their families in your hearts and prayers:


Albert Cox Shuford     ( January 6, 2011)


Ray Marcus Winchester  (February 28, 2011)


Abner Frank Peterson ( March 17, 2011)


Charles Bruce Smith  (March 25, 2011)


Harold Douglas Mason (March 20, 2011)


Richard Wayne Heber (May 26, 2011)


Donald Gahagan Jr. (July6 15, 2011)





We had a good turn-out for our two Lecture Series this year.  In these training sessions, upcoming officers learn the ropes of administrating and coordinating operational  functions of a Masonic Lodge, how to put on degrees and how to prepare for the future.  This year our own Worshipful Brother Aaron C. Whitmire conducted these workshops.   All the attendees agreed it was greatly worth their time attending.  


On a similar training note:  Our Master, Wor. Bro. Thad Sanders, changed our practice evenings to Monday’s at 6:00 PM.  We now practice every Monday evening, starting at 6:00 PM.  If you’ve considered  starting through the chairs, this is definitely the time and  place to begin.  Simply show up and say “I want to be a part of what’s going-on.”.


Enclosed you will find some tickets to our upcoming Oxford Fundraiser scheduled for Saturday AM 7:00 – 10:00, November 19th.  Hope you can come enjoy a good hardy breakfast. Bring your family and friends. As you know, all the money made on this fundraisers will immediately go to support our orphans at Oxford. If you can’t join us on that date, a few dollars for the orphans would be greatly helpful.  


                   On October 20th we conferred a 1st Degree and we also presented Brother James Gaither his 50 Masonic Service Award. We want to offer a special thanks to Brother Gaither. His support of lodge has been significant.  One of the most recent items donated by Brother Gaither is the new letters above the East Main Street entrance, which reads in brilliant gold “Masonic Lodge.”











tary 





                                      











From the Desk of the Secretary


By Keith Harbin PM Secretary 


From your secretary’s cyber inkwell, electronic quill and keyboard parchment.  








First of all, it’s that time of year when 2012 membership dues should be paid.  Dues are always due and payable, in advance of the upcoming new year.  So, they are now due and should definitely be paid before January 1, 2012.  You should have already received your dues notice in the mail.  


Our Deacon’s Garage Sale to-date has brought-in $961.00. Thanks to all the brethren who donated items and helped with this 100% profit sale.  Money gained here  goes a long ways toward the upkeep and repairs of our facility.  Also, thanks to the brothers who’ve purchased items.  Seems we are our own best customers.  Also, thanks to the brothers that picked-up hauled the goods to and from the lodge and ultimately to other charity locations.  Left over items from our Deacon’s Garage Sale have been donated to other charities so more will benefit from our charitable efforts. 


We will be going into our second year using our new boiler.  It really will be our first whole year using this new boiler.  There may still be a few quirks and kinks yet to work-out; .but, hopefully we will see some savings in natural gas consumption this year. Although gas prices have increased significantly, we are doing our best to hold down the consumption.  Many thanks goes to Worshipful Bro. Kieth Mann and his Building Committee’s efforts.  They worked diligently on this project, which was a dirty, sweaty, tiresome job, extending over a long period of time. 


Attending lodge you will notice new member aprons.  Our old ones were so ragged, faded and frayed they had to be replaced.  Barbara Nicholson made our new ones and we are proudly wearing them.  


We donated $100 this year to the Charles E. Cathey College Scholarship Award’s Program.  It provides several $1000 Scholarships to high school seniors throughout the state.  Last year one of the students at Rosman High School received a Charles E. Cathey Scholarship.  This extra effort, encouraged through out the 38th District by W.B. Dana Hawkins, our DDGM, will provide even more Masonic College Scholarships.  Through his efforts the 10 lodges in our district will collectively, be able to offer one more scholarship.  Wouldn’t it be nice if all the lodges in the state would follow suit.     


 (From Left Column Page Two)


Our lodge has several needs, a coating of Cool Seal on the roof, some chairs upholstered, carpet replaced in places, more windows insulated, the vinyl floor replaced in the kitchen and furnace room, and the upstairs restrooms could definitely use a make-over.   If you know of good deals on these things items or could contribute money or time in the effort, it would be appreciated.  


Finally, my brothers, what we need most is your presence.  It would be a great honor to see you in lodge.  We miss you greatly and would very much enjoy sitting in lodge with you.  We meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday each month.  At 6:00 PM we eat a good meal prepared by our District Deputy Grand Master Worshipful Brother Dana Hawkins.  At $5 per person, our dinner meeting meals are truly the best deal in town.  After our meal we go upstairs for our Stated Lodge meetings at 7:00 PM.  After lodge we come back downstairs and have dessert.   Please try to come enjoy the company of being with your brethren. 





               My Sincere Best, Fraternally;


            Keith D. Harbin, P.M., Secretary
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Grand Master’s visit May 25th 2011
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MWB Bob’s 50 year award.
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