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Scheduled of events coming soon





June 2010


10th Stated meeting (Lodge)


24th Stated meeting (Lodge)


July 2010


8th Stated meeting (Lodge)


22nd Stated meeting (Lodge)
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On 3/11/10 we were homored to present 25 year Masonic Service Awards to Brother Bud Whitmire (left) and WB David Reid (right). Seen here with WB Mac McKee (center).





�


On 5/27/10 we were again honored to present the Grand Lodge of New Mexico’s 50 Year Masonic Service Award to Brother Donald Crane (center). Seen here with WB Dana Hawkins (right) and WB Mac McKee (left).
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From Master Mac


By Worshipful Brother Frank Lee (Mac) McKee, Master


The Master’s Musings


Brethren,


     The year is flying by. Summer is about here. The usual business has been conducted. The Lodge of Sorrow was closed and opened at our first meeting. Since the opening this year we have lost 2 Brothers. Brother Judge Gash and Worshipful Brother Frank Bridges.





     We have attended 2 Schools of Instructions this year. We had the required members to satisfy our quota both times. I really do appreciate the brothers that found the time to attend these function. 





     We met with the Grand Master of Mason of North Carolina the 27th of April in Waynesville and run into a lot of Friends and made new ones. This was the 40th and 41st District. Our meeting for the 38th Masonic District was the 26th of May at Hollis Lodge and was well attended. 





     The Deacon’s Garage Sale is the 4th and 5th of June. Please come and support your Lodge by attending the sale and picking out some good stuff. If you would like to donate something for the sale Just contact one of the officers to meet you at the Lodge for drop off or you can drop it off at the storage building. Worship brother Dana is letting us use one of his storage units at Red Barn Storage. Located on the Rosman Hwy. About a mile past Savemore on the Left. The unit number is #27 and the combination for the lock is the same as your Lodge number 0267. Feel free to drop all items there.





     Again Thank You for all your support and the great amount of help that I have received.





Respectfully 


Mac McKee


From the Desk of the Secretary


By Keith Harbin PM Secretary





Your lodge has plans to replace our very old furnace boiler.  Brother Leroy Richter helped us secure a used replacement boiler for our currently inefficient one.  There remains lots of work, not to mention expenses in revamping the replacement, removal of the old one, installation, parts and labor.  Hopefully work to change-out our boiler will begin soon. 


Insulating the upstairs Lodge Room Windows and top half of the Dining Hall Windows has definitely reduced consumption of natural gas and the electrical cooling expenses of our large building.  The Windows in the Kitchen and Furnace Room remain non-insulated; but, hopefully this can be accomplished as we replace the Boiler and some maneuvering space is created.


We have certainly enjoyed our new dining hall tables and the recently remodeled our downstairs handicap assessable restroom facilities, new cooling fans in the dining hall and added a chair lift between the street level and the dining hall.


I bring these things to your attention because they have been accomplished on a shoe string. Our brethren have provided the know-how, labor and many times paid the bills for supplies out of their own pockets. We are very fortunate to have such talented, open-hearted and giving brothers in our lodge. 


Needs we have noted, but which have not yet reached a critical point are: the leather upholstery of some furniture in the Lodge Room is becoming a bit tattered, our officer’s aprons are falling apart, and the Lodge Room Carpet is showing signs of wear in several places.  Our roof definitely needs a coating of Cool Seal.  It has been several years since it was last coated.  


Our annual Deacon’s Garage Sale is in the planning stages. As you do Spring cleaning and find saleable items to donate for this fund raiser, you can take them to our storage locker at Worshipful. Bro. Dana Hawkin’s Storage facility located on the Rosman Hwy.  We are in Unit Number 27 and the combination tumblers are set to zero and then your lodge number.  Please donate and bring items soon.  All items will be transferred to the lodge a couple of days prior to the Garage Sale.  Brothers David Mahoney and Chris Landreth, our Deacons, overseeing this Deacon’s Garage Sale.


The annual fund raiser for the Oxford Masonic Home for Children will be coming up in August.   More information will be sent-out as this date gets a bit closer.  Brother Jerry Mann, our Senior Warden is Chairman of the Committee currently developing plans for this event. 


Our Junior Warden, Bro. Thad Sanders, Chairman of the committee to raise funds for M.E.S.H., has indicated he is planning a new approach to fundraising for this year’s M.E.S.H. event.  You can learn more about this fund raiser from his column in this newsletter.


Recently we’ve had five brothers who have received their 25 year Master Mason Service Award:  Bros, Eldon Owen, Martin Core, David Reid, Ladson Hart and Bud Whitmire.  When you see these brethren, please congratulate them on attaining this milestone.  


Recently the officers and brothers in our lodge have attended two Schools of Instruction to sharpen their skills in conducting lodge meeting and degrees. 	


We now have a new Masonic Computer System which is on-line for Lodge Secretaries.  It is called M.O.R.I. After much effort it is now functional, up and running, and will provide much quicker data and reports for all Masonic Lodges.


We are very pleased to have one of our own appointed District Deputy Grand Master of the 38th Masonic District of North Carolina . Our Grand Master appointed Worshipful Brother Dana Hawkins to the job of DDGM.  In the 38th District he has 10 lodges and has just completed his first official visit to each of these lodges.  As he has visited other lodges in his district, several brothers from our lodge have traveled with him.  They report how nice it is to visit other lodges and help bring Masons closer.  


Worshipful Brother Tony Fisher reports, on May 1st he attended a York Rite Ceremonial in Monroe, NC to receive his KYCH York Rite Degree.  Also, Worshipful Brother Tony along with Worshipful Brother Joe Burkel and Most Worshipful Brother Bob Hinshaw are providing our Masonic Educations this year.  These interesting and informative educations are presented in lodge at each Second Thursday’s Stated Master Mason Meetings.  Hope you can come be with us and enjoy these presentations.


As you can see there is much going-on in your lodge.  We sincerely hope you can come and be with us as we all do the work of Masonry.   We meet on the Second and Fourth Thursdays each month; eat at 6:00 PM with our lodge meeting following at 7:00 PM.   By the way, I must tell you that the meals in our lodge, provided by our DDGM Dana Hawkins are the best deals in town.  We seem to eat both coming and going to lodge meeting.  We have a dinner before the meeting and dessert after the meeting.  Hope to see you soon!


Should need to contact your Lodge Secretary, for any reason, need a petition, have a problem, some information or simply want to talk, please do not hesitate in phoning me.  Although, there is a recording on the lodge phone (828- 883-33571) where you can leave a message, this message might be a few days before I receive it.  You can get in touch with me more quickly by calling my cell phone (828-553-2368.) or sending me an e-mail at theharbins@citcom.net. .


        


                           My Sincere Best, 


              Keith Dunn Harbin, P.M., Secretary





                                                                    �











Tidings from the West


By Jerry Dean Mann Senior Warden


Greetings from the West:


It is my pleasure and distinct honor to serve this lodge, and our Worshipful Master, as your Senior Warden. I  would like to share with you some interesting facts that some of you may know, but others may not about a man that commanded the first submarine to be used in combat that sank an enemy vessel during the civil war:





George E. Dixon (1837? - February 17, 1864) was a � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Lieutenant" \l "United_States" \o "blocked::http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Lieutenant#United_States
First Lieutenant" �first lieutenant� in the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confederate_Army" \o "blocked::http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confederate_Army
Confederate Army" �Confederate Army� in the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War" \o "blocked::http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War
American Civil War" �American Civil War�. He is best known as the commander of the Confederate submarine � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H.L._Hunley" \o "blocked::http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H.L._Hunley
H.L. Hunley" �H.L. Hunley� during her successful mission to sink the Union blockading ship � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Housatonic" \o "blocked::http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Housatonic
USS Housatonic" �USS Housatonic� off � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charleston,_South_Carolina" \o "blocked::http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charleston,_South_Carolina
Charleston, South Carolina" �Charleston, South Carolina�.


Although Dixon's early life is largely unknown, the 1860 census lists him as a 23-year-old native of Kentucky or maybe South Carolina. He was a steamboat engineer and had lived in � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Orleans,_Louisiana" \o "blocked::http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Orleans,_Louisiana
New Orleans, Louisiana" �New Orleans, Louisiana� before moving to � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mobile,_Alabama" \o "blocked::http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mobile,_Alabama
Mobile, Alabama" �Mobile, Alabama�. Dixon's expensive tailor-made uniform and jewellery found on his remains suggests that he was a man of some wealth.


Dixon was a � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freemasonry" \o "blocked::http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freemasonry
Freemasonry" �Mason�, and a member of Mobile Lodge No. 40. Minutes of Union Chapter No. 3, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Arch" \o "blocked::http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Arch
Royal Arch" �Royal Arch� Masons, indicate that Dixon visited that body on March 20, 1863, which proves he was also a � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/York_Rite" \o "blocked::http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/York_Rite
York Rite" �York Rite�Mason. The famed � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_G._Mackey" \o "blocked::http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_G._Mackey
Albert G. Mackey" �Albert G. Mackey� was the presiding officer at that particular meeting.


Dixon was a member of a pre-war militia company, the Washington Light Infantry of Mobile. In the autumn of 1861, the Washington Light Infantry became Company A, 21st Alabama Infantry Regiment. Dixon by then was a sergeant. He would later be promoted to lieutenant. In March 1862, Dixon's regiment proceeded to � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corinth,_Mississippi" \o "blocked::http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corinth,_Mississippi
Corinth, Mississippi" �Corinth, Mississippi�, and the following month took an active part in the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Shiloh" \o "blocked::http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Shiloh
Battle of Shiloh" �Battle of Shiloh�, losing 200 men killed or wounded out of the 650 engaged. Dixon himself was severely wounded in the left leg. Luckily, a $20 gold coin he carried as a good luck piece saved his leg, and possibly his life. However, the impact seriously damaged his femur and Dixon would limp for the rest of his short life. Following the battle, the regiment was reorganized and returned to Mobile to man the city's defenses as artillerymen. It was during the uneventful garrison duty at Mobile that Dixon became interested in the submarine that � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horace_Lawson_Hunley" \o "blocked::http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horace_Lawson_Hunley
Horace Lawson Hunley" �Horace Lawson Hunley� was building.


On February 17, 1864, Dixon commanded the Confederate submarine on her first and only attack on the Union Navy. He was successful in sinking his target, but the explosion of the torpedo apparently damaged the submarine, causing her to sink during her attempted return to shore. Dixon and his seven crewmen all perished.


After the long lost submarine was finally located and recovered in 2001, Dixon's remains were identified. His home Lodge, now known as Mobile-McCormick Lodge No. 40, and the Masonic Grand Lodges of Alabama and South Carolina participated in the military and Masonic funeral rites when the remains of the submarine's crewmen were finally interred on April 17, 2004 in � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnolia_Cemetery" \o "blocked::http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnolia_Cemetery
Magnolia Cemetery" �Magnolia Cemetery� in � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charleston,_South_Carolina" \o "blocked::http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charleston,_South_Carolina
Charleston, South Carolina" �Charleston, South Carolina�.





We have many fun events scheduled for the Lodge, so Brothers if you haven't been to the Lodge in a while it is the perfect opportunity for you to do so. Remember our Lodge is only as good as the members make it.





Jerry Mann


Senior Warden




















                           


	


Southern Exposure


By Thad Sanders, Junior Warden


Greetings from the South


Brethren, ��This is all new to me and may take a couple of newsletters to get it right. It has been a good year so far and hopefully it will continue to go that way. This year I plan on doing something different with the M.E.S.H. fundraiser.  I will be sending out letters with the information to all the brethren shortly.  I know funds are tight for all and your support on the fundraiser will be greatly appreciated.   I would like to thank all the brethren who regularly attend Lodge and would like to encourage more to come out.  Remember you get out of Masonry what you put into it.  


Remember brethren to look for information in the mail.








Fraternally yours,


Thad, Junior Warden  
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Use Pull Quote to excerpt text from the main text of a story to draw a reader’s attention to the page. See page 4 for an example.
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Brotherly Love and Friendship





Continued on Page 3





From Page 2 “From the Desk of the Secretary”





Faith, Hope and Charity





Continued from page 3





   


Secretaries.  It is called M.O.R.I. After much effort it is now functional, up and running, and will provide much quicker data and reports for all Masonic Lodges.


We are very pleased to have one of our own appointed District Deputy Grand Master of the 38th Masonic District of North Carolina . Our Grand Master appointed Worshipful Brother Dana Hawkins to the job of DDGM.  In the 38th District he has 10 lodges and has just completed his first official visit to each of these lodges.  As he has visited other lodges in his district, several brothers from our lodge have traveled with him.  They report how nice it is to visit other lodges and help bring Masons closer.  


Worshipful Brother Tony Fisher reports, on May 1st he attended a York Rite Ceremonial in Monroe, NC to receive his KYCH York Rite Degree.  Also, Worshipful Brother Tony along with Worshipful Brother Joe Burkel and Most Worshipful Brother Bob Hinshaw are providing our Masonic Educations this year.  These interesting and informative educations are presented in lodge at each Second Thursday’s Stated Master Mason Meetings.  Hope you can come be with us and enjoy these presentations.


As you can see there is much going-on in your lodge.  We sincerely hope you can come and be with us as we all do the work of Masonry.   We meet on the Second and Fourth Thursdays each month; eat at 6:00 PM with our lodge meeting following at 7:00 PM.   By the way, I must tell you that the meals in our lodge, provided by our DDGM Dana Hawkins are the best deals in town.  We seem to eat both coming and going to lodge meeting.  We have a dinner before the meeting and dessert after the meeting.  Hope to see you soon!


Should need to contact your Lodge Secretary, for any reason, need a petition, have a problem, some information or simply want to talk, please do not hesitate in phoning me.  Although, there is a recording on the lodge phone (828- 883-33571) where you can leave a message, this message might be a few days before I receive it.  You can get in touch with me more quickly by calling my cell phone (828-553-2368.) or sending me an e-mail at theharbins@citcom.net. .


 


                 My Sincere Best, 


     Keith D. Harbin, P.M., Secretary

















�
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