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From Master Thad


By Worshipful Brother Thaddeus H. (Thad) Sanders, Master


The Master’s Musings





Brethren,


   It is hard to believe that this year is half way over already. So far it has been a great year, with several        things happing in the Lodge. We recently had our Grand Master come and visit with us. He was impressed with the welcome that he received from our Lodge. He seemed to enjoy his visit with us and was surprised to receive a gavel from our Lodge. I would like to once again say THANK YOU to all that came out for this event and to my officers for putting g forth the effort in making his visit a success.  His visit was topped off by one of our own closing the Lodge in ample form which was none other than Brother Fred Tinsley.  One of the most memorable moments this far!  


   We have had some interest in membership and have a few that are ready, some that will soon be ready for a second degree.  I am looking forward to getting these brethren to their final degree.  The attendance at our regular meetings has been getting larger, I am very glad to see that and greatly appreciate it. I have enjoyed serving as Master this year and am looking forward to completing the year with as much zeal as I can muster. I would not be able to do this if it were not for the members in the Lodge and their zeal for the fraternity, keep it up brethren.  


  Remember that we have some fundraisers coming up in the near future.  We are also getting some new aprons at a great price. There will be 3 dozen MM aprons and 1 dozen PM aprons.  If any brother would like to contribute to the cost of these please submit to WB Keith Harbin.


  I know that I don’t say much, but I like to keep it short, sweet and to the point.  I hope to see you all at our regular stated meetings. 


Fraternally,


Thad Sanders, Master








                       Southern Exposure


By Chris Landreth, Junior Warden 


Greetings from the South


Greetings brethren. I hope this newsletter finds everyone well. Things are running smoothly at the lodge thanks to the fine job Master Thad is doing. Of course, there are several brothers behind the scenes that keep us all moving forward.


    I was planning a fundraiser for MESH this month. After
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consulting a few more experienced brethren, I have decided to wait. We have a few E.A. that are ready to return. Due to this, I am thinking of having a fundraiser breakfast and a special third degree following. This should bring in more brethren from other lodges as well as ours. Therefore, this will bring in more for our widow. We will know more as these gentlemen receive more light.


    Thanks for all the work. Encourage each other and the fraternity and the world will take notice. If we all stand shoulder to shoulder and look to God, we will accomplish anything.


Thanks for your support. 


Chris Landreth


From the Desk of the Secretary


By Keith Harbin PM Secretary 


As we approach 2011’s mid-point, our officers have begun reflecting on specific 2011 accomplishments and are designing unique approaches and opportunities for meeting our remaining 2011 obligations.  We remain committed to funding our Three Primary Charities: “The Children’s Home at Oxford, M.E.S.H at Greensboro and The Masonic Foundation.”  


    Brother Allen Hughes from the Children’s Home recently informed us: 16 of our Masonic Children, at the Home, will be graduating from High School.  All 16 have been accepted into colleges.  WOW!  We should be very proud of the Masonic efforts at Oxford to improve the lives of these children.  Please note, presently without the need of adding any new staff the Home can accommodate 13 more girls and 11 more boys.  So, please keep an eye out for any child whose life could be improved from the stability and enhanced opportunities afforded them at The Children’s Home. 


 Brother Mark Kolada, M.E.S.H. Administrator, indicated, “we currently have 260 residents at M.E.S.H. and a staff of 180.  Last year 70 residents received $1.5 Million in charitable Masonic Assistance.”  This was not always the case.  Just three years ago it looked as though the doors at M.E.S.H. would be closed for a lack of funding.  But, with new insights, management and innovative approaches including expanded use of facilities we are on track to continue providing more charitable work at M.E.S.H.  In the past 3 years we’ve moved from losing money hand over fist to now being slightly, in the black, on the positive side.  This is a great turn-around and delightfully good news.  This year a new state-wide medical equipment loan program at M.E.S.H If there’s a need for a piece of medical equipment and we have extra at M.E.S.H., the duplicate equipment will be loaned to those in need.  Also, facility expansions are underway and 70% sold before the construction has been completed.  This is an unheard-of success story, especially in these depressed economical times.








The North East Corner


By John Bradford SeniorDeacon


     Brethren.  On July 8th and 9th we will be having the Deacon's Garage Sale at the lodge.  We are looking for some good second hand items to put on offer.  I need not tell you all how important it is to the lodge to have this fundraising event, as the monies collected go towards the running of the lodge.  We have one large project that needs to be done and that is the sealing of the roof on our building.  Recently we had the Grand Master of North Carolina visited out lodge and commented on the fact that we have such a magnificent building.  Also we are celebrating our sixtieth anniversary of being in this location.  Our building is a wonderful asset to both the lodge as well as the community.  During the course of a year we hold many functions in our lodge as well as it being a source of much needed income as we rent out the downstairs kitchen and hall to the community for everything from meals to wedding receptions.  We have installed a new (to us) boiler that will save us some money during the winter months.  Fundraising helps us keep our building in good repair.  Your support will be greatly appreciated.  If you have items for the sale please feel free to call me, John Bradford your Senior Deacon at 862-5577 and I will make arrangements to meet you at the lodge to take in your generous donations or if help is needed, call me and I will come and pick your donations up at your house.  If I am not at home please feel free to leave a messageThough July seems to be a way off, time does fly by.  So, as you do your spring cleaning please keep your lodge in mind.   


 


Fraternally Yours,  


John P. Bradford. Senior Deacon.
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 Our Masonic Foundation  was implemented to expand our charitable work to aid those around the world whose lives have been devastated by floods, tornadoes, tsunamis, earth quakes, hurricanes etc.  


This year there’s been more than usual.  Even here i.  If there’s a need for a piece of medical equipment and we have extra at M.E.S.H., the duplicate equipment will be loaned to those in need.  Also, facility expansions are underway and 70% sold before the construction has been completed.  This is an unheard-of success story, especially in these depressed economical times. Our Masonic Foundation continues to aid those around the world whose lives have been devastated by floods, tornadoes, tsunamis, n North Carolina, we’ve seen lives lost and families wiped out requiring assistance from our Masonic Foundation. My Brother, we sincerely hope you will join in our effort to keep our beautiful building in good condition and our worthy charities fully funded.  It is always a comfort sitting in lodge with brothers having a genuine desire and commitment to help others.   If you are unable to attend lodge, a few dollars along will not be wasted and will certainly go a long ways toward assuring our Masonic needs are addressed. There’s a long list, such as: cool-seal for the roof, new aprons, furniture upholstery, carpet, tile, paint, etc. We realize all these needs won’t get accomplished immediately, perhaps not even this year.  But, if possible, please contribute what you can without injury to yourself or family. 


Our Deacon’s Garage Sale is coming up July 8th and 9th Our Deacons will hold their annual Garage Sale in the dining hall of our lodge.  It would be nice if you could stop-by and purchase a few items. This is a 100% profit sale. And, also, it’s very important that we have items to sale.  If you have some good functioning garage sale type item(s) and need to find a home for them; donating them to the lodge would be an excellent idea.  Please take your donated items (any-time) but soon, to Worshipful Brother Dana Hawkins’s Red Barn Storage Facility on Rosman Highway and place them in storage unit number 25.  The combination is 0-2-6-7.  We will transport your donated items to the lodge just prior to the upcoming sale.  Thank you for your support.


Finally brethren, it saddens me greatly to report the passing of several Dunn’s Rock Members:  Albert Cox Shuford on Jan.-6-2011, Ray Marcus Winchester on Feb.-28-2011, Abner Frank Peterson on Mar.-17-2011, Charles Bruce Smith on Mar.-25-2011, Harold Douglas Mason on Mar.-30-2011 and Richard Wayne Heber on May-26-2011.  Please keep the families of these departed brethren in your hearts and prayers.     


                                                            


   My Sincere Best, Fraternally


             Keith D. Harbin, P.M., Secretary











	 





































































































Use Pull Quote to excerpt text from the main text of a story to draw a reader’s attention to the page. See page 4 for an example.
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